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of it as it really is. The mistake always consists in
investing it, contrary to our intention, with features which
do not really belong to it. And just here lies the essential
problem. For these illusory features seem to be present
to cognitive consciousness in the same manner as the real
features are.1 How then is it possible that they should
be unreal. This is our problem, and evidently it is closely
akin to that raised by Plato. But there is a difference
and the difference is important. Our difficulty arises from
the fact that when we are in error what is unreal appears
to be present to consciousness in the same manner as
what is real is presented when we truly know. While
the erroneous belief is actually being held, the illusory
object seems in no way to differ for the conscious
subject from a real object. The distinction only arises
when the conscious subject has discovered his mistake,
and then the error as such has ceased to exist. The
essential point is not merely that both the illusory and
the real features are presented, but also that they are
both presented as real and both believed to be real.
It is not enough to say that they are both really
appearances. We must add that they are both apparent
realities,                                                          *

Now the question did not take this shape for Plato.
The difficulty which he emphasises is not that what is
unreal may be present to consciousness in the same way
as what is real. The stumbling-block for him is rather
that it is present to consciousness at all. For what is
present to consciousness must, according to him, be known ;
and if it is known, how can it be unreal ? On the other
hand if it is not present to consciousness, it is simply
unknown. Thus there would seem to be no room for
that something intermediate between knowing and being
ignorant which is called error.

Before proceeding to deal with our own special
difficulty it will be well to examine the Platonic assump-

1 It will be found in the sequel that I admit cases where the conditions which
make error possible are absent, and in these cases the real is present to conscious-
ness in a different manner from that in which the unreal is capable of being
presented. ,/